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m education and m life, as essential as reading or
writing Thousands who are absorbed in polities,
whisky, or business, are as yet ignorant of this, even
some editors seem to ignore it, but the women, the
clergy, and the teachers are already generally aware
of it. But all the people m America do not live m
backwoods shanties, and where they do they are not
on that account to be universally set down as incap-
able of appieciatmg homes made beautiful. There
are millions of people in America, as in England,
not so badly off, whose homes, in which much money
has been spent, are not really creditable, good-looking,
nor comfortable. They would all have tasteful or
artistic and cheap adornment if they could get it.
The money which they pay for their present orna-
mentations represents just so much labour Now,
this labour would be better bestowed on making for
themselves what they want, or, in other words, in
keeping the profits which at present simply go to
enrich the manufacturers of machinery made, arid^
very trashy and ugly objects. The problem of political
economy lies in the greatest possible distribution of
wealth and industry, and machinery does not distribute,
but places capital in a few hands.

The majority of men in America speak and think
of "art" in any form or phase as something that
may very well be dispensed with It is to them
"fancy." Yet these men are all engaged in making
money, and when the spending it comes, they are
ignorant, and make fools of themselves. Deny it a$
we may, there is a standard of taste, known to those
who have been educated in design and its applica-
tions, and according to this standard, the ignoramus